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Celebrate Litchfield open space. We have been conserving it for over 50 years.

For more information:
Call: 860-361-9310
Email: info@litchfieldlandtrust.org

Visit: litchfieldlandtrust.org

Like Us On       Facebook

LLT is Registered with

The Litchfield Land Trust recently 
accepted a gift of land in East Litchfield 
comprising of 14.86+-acres, donated by 
the Katzin family.

Jim Katzin lives adjacent to the parcel 
on his family property that currently has 
a small sheep farm. Jim shares “Getting 
six people to agree on anything can be 
quite an undertaking, however, reaching 
a consensus on preserving the land in 
perpetuity and sharing its beauty with the 
public was relatively easy.”

Many desirable features qualified 
this property for protection, including 
mixed deciduous and evergreen forest, 
interesting outcroppings of glacial rock 
and an adjacent stream with a beautiful 
waterfall near Perkins Road. It is easily 

Land Stewardship

accessible from either Rt 118 or 202. Since 
LLT will protect and manage this parcel in 
perpetuity it is likely a possible extension to 
the Stillman Danaher trail could occur.

Given this property is in close proximity 
to the recently acquired 21.10+-acres 
of property on Route 118 donated by 
Richard T. and Janet R. Healey as well 
as the conservation easement placed by 
the Daughters of Wisdom on the Wisdom 
House campus, it is instrumental in 
providing a corridor for protected  
wildlife habitat.

Save the Date 2020
All LLT scheduled events and activities 
are suspended until the COVID-19 
furlough is lifted for Litchfield County.

We may, as always, be reached at  
info@litchfieldlandtrust.org, or leave a 
message by phone, 860-361-9310.  
Please allow up to two days for a reply.

trail Protocol
Enjoy your Hike! Please be mindful of the 
following:
• Please remain on the trails
• Practice social distancing
• If you see something, say something
• Leashed dogs are welcome
• Kindly respect our farmers
•  Prohibited are: motorized vehicle, 

fires, camping, hunting, trapping, use 
of firearms, and collection of plants or 
animals 

•  Leave only footprints, take only pictures 
(and share them with us!)

www.litchfieldlandtrust.org

Spring Newsletter 2020

Thank You! to all who contributed to LLT  
during Give Local 2020!
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Cascading stream near Perkins Road

In early February, 3 members of the Litchfield 
Land Trust Board joined staff from White 
Memorial Conservation Center, along 
with representatives for various Litchfield 
emergency service departments, and from 
DEEP to discuss, evaluate and brainstorm 
how these two land trusts could assist EMS 
in the best response to hikers requiring aide 
on our trails.

The come away was a better understanding 
of hikers and responders challenges, a 
signage and marking system for more 
accurate dispatch and locating, printed & 
GPS map sharing for faster response and 
identification of the most efficient access 
points for responders on foot, buy boat, EMS 
vehicular and temporary helipads. Discussion 

LLT Collaborates with Litchfield EMS — for a better 
prepared Litchfield

also identified command post and sheltering 
options.

This collaboration can be critical to EMS 
response times to calls to assist hikers, 
fishermen, boaters, birding enthusiasts, 
natural photographers on our conserved 
trails and open space. We also hope to 
share our knowledge 
of our preserves 
and navigating the 
wilderness during an 
emergency through the 
planning of wilderness 
training drills with our 
local EMS teams once 
their current obligations 
in the community quiet.

Ph
ot

o 
C

re
di

t: 
M

ar
ci

a 
Fo

w
le

r

Thank you!
Litchfield Land trust depends on the support of generous folks 
in our community. We do not receive state or federal funding 
and thus rely on your financial contributions. We are an all-
volunteer board and greatly appreciate your volunteer help. 
For our part, we strive to protect and conserve the natural 
beauty and landscapes of Litchfield on your behalf.

“Getting six people to agree 
on anything can be quite an 
undertaking, however, reaching a 
consensus on preserving the land 
in perpetuity and sharing its beauty 
with the public was relatively easy.”
— Jim Katzin

LLT Revamps Web-Presence & Social Media Profiles
Please share, like, and friend us.

Our website was re-launched early last fall. 
We are proud of its fresh look and user-
friendliness.

Our LLT Places page shares maps, 
descriptions about our preserves, office 
accessibility and the Community Garden. 
News & Events has links to newspaper 
articles and our current and archived 
newsletters. Under Get Involved, you 
can volunteer, make a donation and get 
information about our land conservation 
easement program. 

On our FB and Instagram pages (now linked) 
you will find info, comments, resources and 
photos about latest happenings on our trails, 
at our events and with our members. Please 
share, like, and friend us, by posting photos 
and comments of your own.

Visit our website regularly for updates,  
www.litchfieldlandtrust.org.

Katzin Family Donation in East Litchfield

Board of Directors
David Geiger, President
Peter Ebersol, Vice President
John Markelon, Secretary
Marie Kennedy, Treasurer
Trustees
Dean Birdsall
Marcia Fowler
John Fulkerson, Emeritus 
Richard Heys
Michael Italiaander
Peter Litwin 
Marie McFadden
Berta Andrulis Mette
Herb Schettler
Bruce Schnitzer
James Wu
Kim Cartwright, Administrative 
Resource



 

Stewardship Spotlight
Land Stewardship Volunteer of 
the Year 2019, Scott Anderson

Being outdoors admiring and 
exploring nature has been Scott 
Anderson’s place to go for 
enjoyment, solace and re-centering 
himself since he was very young. 
“I decided to volunteer for LLT after 
spending a few days each week 
hiking Prospect Mountain trails. I 
was already spending time there 
enjoying the space, clearing the 
deadfall from the trails anyway and 
periodically reporting trail blockages 
and potential problems.”
When asked, Scott’s favorite trail 
is the Graham-Thompson trail at 
Prospect Mountain. It traverses 
along the south side of the mountain 
with varied terrain and habitats, then 
finishes in a terrific pine forest. 
Since volunteering for LLT as a trail 
monitor, Scott have also enjoyed 
being part of the annual inspection of 
other LLT properties and helped with 
the expansion of their Community 
Garden. Otherwise Scott spends 
his free time attending his children’s 
sports activities, and building things 
for them whether it’s a skate ramp, 
tree house, or bookshelves.
“I would have to say that LLT has 
a larger positive presence in the 
community than I had first thought, 
probably larger than most people 
think. Their efforts to help protect 
green space and encourage others 
to enjoy some truly unique habitats 
that this area has to offer is a special 
community benefit which I hope 
others will explore and experience.”
In 2019 Scott was recognized as our 
Volunteer-of-the-Year at our annual 
Fall Sunset Gala, for his dedication, 
time and support to the Litchfield 
Land Trust as a property monitor, trail 
steward and work party volunteer.
Those enthusiastic in serving as 
volunteers in this effort of conserving 
open spaces and trail and preserve 
maintenance should express their 
interest by contacting the land trust 
office, info@litchfieldlandtrust.org.

Prospect Mountain View

Angels Council
Have you ever been passionate about a project, an idea or a cause, where you’ve 
stepped up, rallied people around it and seen it to fruition?

Well, a small cadre of Litchfield residents have done just that!

Over the winter LLT was blessed with the formation of a leadership council. This group 
are comprised of a half dozen of our membership, many are neighbors living adjacent to 
one of our preserves. They have been passionate about our mission to conserve land in 
perpetuity and have stepped up, they have rallied like-minded peers and have committed 
to pledging a significant financial gift to the land trust to ensure we consistently meet our 
financial overhead expenses. 

As a small non-profit, LLT faces rising retail costs for trail maintenance materials. Forever 
looming are expenses to remain in compliance and practice due diligence, such as 
engaging with certified professionals for land deals or having a CPA audit our finances. 
A variety of insurance premiums covering our land, volunteers, directors, and business 
practices increase yearly. When priority land needs to be conserved, we want to have the 
resources to preserve and protect the Litchfield landscape.

The competition for donations, grants and sponsorship is mighty here in the NW corner 
of CT; just look at the line up of non-profits for the annual GiveLocal campaign! With 
over 200 parcels under LLT’s care, covering more than 3,700 acres, we bear much 
responsibility and much associated cost.

This council of ‘Angels’, as we like to call them, are committed to our long-term success. 
They have offered to share their expertise to our all-volunteer board on trends in 
investing and financial management, in addition to providing their notable financial gift.

If you are passionate about our cause, and have the means, step-up and become one of 
our ‘Angels’. Email: info@litchfieldlandtrust.org

The Benefits of Conserved Open Space: Fresh Air, 
Wildlife, Happy Kids
When asked why [in 140 words or less] conserving open space is important in 
Connecticut? Amy Blaymore Paterson, Executive Director, Connecticut Land 
Conservation Council responded:

Conservation is fresh air, clean water, happy kids, trails, wildlife, farms, community, 
culture, strong economies, and moral responsibility. 

This message touches on many of the key purposes of conservation. But so much 
substance is lost when we rely only on today’s mass communications channels. Those 
of us who promote conservation must be prepared to provide that substance. What do 
these things really mean and why are they important?
Land Conservation, Fresh air and Climate Change
According to the Connecticut Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ), “as the climate 
warms, Connecticut will have to reduce pollution just to maintain current air quality, and 
reduce it even more to achieve the goal of healthful air every day.” (CEQ 2014 Annual 
Report). Trees and other vegetation on conserved land not only help to remove air 
pollutants which are harmful to human health and overall environmental quality, but also 
serve as carbon sequesters to help combat climate change.
Land Conservation and Clean Water
Natural open space plays a crucial role in protecting and enhancing water quality. In 
addition to the overall health benefits derived from clean water, annual savings are in 
the millions from protected open space’s ability to naturally filter out pollutants, replenish 
water supplies and provide for natural flood mitigation.
Land Conservation and Happy, Healthy Kids
Open spaces provide children with the opportunity to explore, engage and learn 
experientially through unstructured play and physical activity. These experiences not only 
make for happier, healthier, better adjusted kids but provide the connections to nature 
that are essential to building and inspiring the next generation of conservation leaders. 
Land Conservation and Wildlife
Preserved natural open spaces protect the habitats that local wildlife needs to survive 
and thrive. Land conservation, particularly when part of landscape scale conservation 
planning strategies, helps to prevent habitat fragmentation — thus enabling wildlife to 
move freely through greenways and wildlife corridors.
Land Conservation and Working Lands
Protecting our working lands offers a myriad of benefits including: preservation of 
valuable soils, local landscapes and cultural heritage; providing access to locally grown 
foods and products; and contributing billions to the state’s economy, including the 
creation of thousands of farm related jobs statewide.
Land Conservation and Trails, Recreation and Tourism
Open space provides the public with inexpensive places to recreate through a diversity of 
landscapes in every part of the state. Getting outside and connecting to nature is not only 
good for our physical and mental health, but is an established driver for state and local 
economies. Connecticut State Parks alone attract 8 million annual visitors and generate 
over $1 billion and 9,000 jobs for the state each year.
Land Conservation and Community, Culture and Heritage
Every town and city has that place! Whether it is a 1,000 acre forest, a spectacular vista, 
a local dairy farm, or a ¼ acre urban oasis — without it, our community would not look or 

feel the same. Land conservation serves to preserve the special places that define our 
communities and build connections now and for future generations.
Land Conservation, Land Trusts and our Moral Obligation
Connecticut is the home of over 137 land trusts — the third most in the country. These 
mostly single-town, all-volunteer, private non-profit organizations do yeomen’s work 
by actively conserving and managing open space to ensure that it is protected forever. 
What most distinguishes land trusts from other non-profits is the fact that they are 
organized for the very purpose of upholding their mission in perpetuity. Hence, the 
ultimate responsibility of a land trust is to build connections between the community 
and the land — making conservation a part of the 
fabric of our everyday lives — to ensure that the 
benefits of land conservation are sustained forever.

Land is a finite resource. Once gone, it’s gone 
forever; and it is the responsibility and moral 
obligation of our current generation to ensure that 
future generations receive the same benefits derived 
from open space preservation that we enjoy today.

Try describing that in 140 words!
From Spring 2020 CT Land Conservation Council website, http://www.ctconservation.org/benefits-
conserved-open-space. Used with permission from CLCC

Litchfield Land Trust Penta 
Challenge — Completed!
Having lived in Bantam for 36 years, 
I’ve enjoyed all kinds of outdoor 
activities which Litchfield County 
has to offer. Recently, I heard of 
the Litchfield Land Trust’s Penta 
Challenge. The challenge is to visit 5 
hiking trails created and maintained 
by the Litchfield Land Trust: Prospect 
Mountain, Shepaug Crossing, 
Stillman-Danaher, Upper Bantam 
River/Medicine Rock Preserve and 
the Graham Thompson Preserve. 
Having done the Shepaug Crossing 
Trail on a June Trails Day group hike 
lead by the Litchfield Land Trust and 
hiking Prospect Mountain multiple 
times with my family, why not do the 
others? I completed all five hikes 
with my husband on February 1, 
2020. 

Each property is unique, my favorite 
being the Upper Bantam River/
Medicine Rock Preserve Trail 
off of Route 202. This trail winds 
down along the Bantam River. It is 
a beautiful hike offering a choice 
of a longer loop or a trail down to 
and back from the river. I highly 
recommend the loop trail to get 
the full experience of this property 
and the medicine rock (white 
quartz) along the way. If you want 
a trail with a view, try the Prospect 
Mountain Trail — 
a moderate hike 
to an overlook. 
Prefer a little stroll 
instead of a hike? 
Try the Graham 
Thompson 
Preserve where 
you can walking 
to a viewing 
platform 
overlooking a 
beaver pond. 
Whichever trail 
you choose, 
or all five like 
I did – Enjoy 
the outdoors! 
Accept the 
challenge!

— Nadine Pratt

For more information about our  
Penta Challenge, please contact 
info@litchfieldlandtrust.org.
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Please share your most updated email address with us, as we will be relying on virtual media more often in the future. info@litchfieldlandtrust.org




