
In the New Year, the Litchfield Land Trust 
began renovations to its new office space 
located at 495A Bantam Road, behind 
Patty’s Restaurant and just a stone’s 
throw from the entrance to White Memorial 
Conservation Center. Formerly sharing 
space with River’s Alliance at 7 West 
Street, overlooking the Litchfield Green, 
LLT will enjoy its own home consisting of 
a conference area, resource library, office 
workstations and storage. 

Board members, friends and volunteers, 
and skilled contractors donated countless 
hours to empty, repair, renovate, move 
furniture and files in time for an April 1 
move-in deadline. An Open House to 
welcome the public will be slated for some 
time later this year. Watch for details!

Litchfield Land Trust has been awarded a 
grant by The Seherr-Thoss Foundation to 
fund the construction of trails on two of its 
marquee properties. 

The grassy 38-acre Graham Thompson 
Preserve features the Community 
Gardens, operated in alliance with the 
Litchfield Community Center. Plans are to 
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build a walkway from the gardens to an 
observation platform by a natural wetland 
area. The total length will be about 1/2 mile 
of relatively easy walking. 

Upper Bantam River Preserve, a property 
of about 90 pristine acres, covered by 
areas of old-growth hemlock flanking 
the eastern side of the Bantam River. 

The opposite side of the river corridor is 
protected by privately held conservation 
easements. This trail will be moderately 
challenging and approximately two miles 
in length. 

The work for both trails is expected to  
take one year.



Shepaug Crossing Preserve 
Birding 
Saturday, June 2 
9:00am — 11:00am 
Total Distance: 2.5 miles  
Moderate Terrain

This preserve of 77acres +/- is located on 

the western edge of Litchfield. Our focus 

will be on recording the birding activity to 

be included in the Bird Atlas Project, a  

3 year bird survey project in CT. The loop 

trail traverses through woodlands and along 

3,400 ft of the Shepaug River. Moderate 

slopes with occasional rocks and wet areas; 

hiking shoes suggested.

Leader: Marie Kennedy

Leader’s Phone Number: 914-393-6270

Pre-registration is APPRECIATED 

Leader’s E-mail Address: 

mariekennedy226@gmail.com

Meeting Place: Parking for this event will 

be on the south side of Rte. 202 opposite 

the Rte. 341 junction. 

Heavy rain postpones. Rain date: 

Sunday, June 3, 2018 — 9:00am

Prospect Mountain 
Geocaching
Saturday, June 2 
10:00am 
Total Distance: 5 miles 
Moderate Terrain

Happy 50th Anniversary LLT! And you are 

invited to join geocaching on Prospect 

Mountain to help celebrate. We will be 

hiking at a family friendly pace on well-

maintained terrain. Bring your good hiking 

shoes, water, bug spray, handheld GPS 

unit/smartphone (optional) and a writing 

utensil. Bring your smile as we will be 

taking a group photo before the hike. If this 

is your first geocache experience, go to the 

geocaching website to create a geocaching 

name and log a “will attend” for the event. 

Come enjoy the trails and meet new people 

while grabbing a few caches along the way. 

Please Visit litchfieldlandtrust.org  

for Prospect Mountain’s trail map.

Leader: Heather Linebarger  

Leader’s Phone Number: 203-994-7636

Pre-registration is APPRECIATED 

Leader’s E-mail Address:  

Hbee1214723@gmail.com

Meeting Place: Parking at Cathole Road 

Trailhead Off of Route 202 (Bantam Road) 

in Litchfield, CT

Rain postpones — Rain date:  

Sunday, June 3, 2018 — 10:00am

Geocache user name and log sign-up

Stewardship Spotlight
Thank You Jeffrey Pratt!

The Litchfield Land Trust is a 
volunteer powered organization. 
2017 was a banner year in 
terms of growth, events, and 
accomplishments and it was only 
possible due to the efforts of 
dedicated volunteers. Jeff Pratt, who 
lives in Bantam with his wife Nadine, 
is a deeply involved and thoughtful 
member of the community. He has 
been a familiar face at charitable 
events, community improvement 
efforts, cross country and track 
meets, and greenway development 
efforts. Jeff is a huge contributor to 
the our annual effort to monitor the 
nearly 200 LLT properties. He is also 
quick to join our volunteer roving trail 
crew work parties for maintenance 
and improvement of LLT hiking trails.  

Jeff is an avid outdoorsman who 
comes from a family of nature 
enthusiasts. His parents are lifetime 
members of the AMC since the 
1940’s and family vacations were 
then and continue to be, wilderness 
canoe and back backing adventures.

Jeff is an avid cross country skier 
and ice skater in the winter, and 
enjoys exploring trails and water 
ways in the summer. He described 
an episode that helps us understand 
his passion for nature and the 
outdoors. “I was cross country skiing 
in deep fresh powdered snow on 
a crystal clear moonlit night. While 
climbing a hill I stopped to catch 
my breath and when I looked up I 
spotted an owl perched just above 
me in a tree branch. After staring at 
each other for a short time, the owl 
took off and the branch laden with 
snow exploded into a huge ball of 
moonlit sparkling crystals.”  

Help Celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the Litchfield Land Trust

Join us on June 2 for CT Trails Weekend
Fun Events for the Whole Family 

Explore and Discover Litchfield Land Trust trails – Guided Walks & Activities 
For Maps and Details, go to: https://www.ctwoodlands.org/ct-trails-weekend/events-2018
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Prospect Mountain
Granniss Pond Trail — Plant Walk
Saturday, June 2
2:00pm — 3:00pm
Total Distance: 1.2 miles  
Easy Terrain

With our co-Leaders identify edible 

weeds and medicinal uses of plants on 

the Granniss Pond Trail on the Prospect 

Mountain Preserve which is open year-

round to the public. The Red Trail passes 

along the south shore of Granniss Pond, 

crosses a small footbridge and a boardwalk 

on the western shoreline, through a pine 

plantation, along and through stone walls, 

up an old farm road, through an old 

meadow and descends across a wooded 

slope back to Granniss Pond’s eastern side, 

passing a horizontal mine opening and 

back up to Prospect Mountain Rd. A fun 

and informative walk the whole family  

will enjoy!

Leaders: Cameron Bove and Audrey Gilbert

Leader’s E-mail Address:  

mariemcf@optonline.net

Pre-registration is APPRECIATED 

info@litchfieldlandtrust.org

Meeting Place: Parking access is at the 

base of Litchfield Land Trust’s Preserve on 

Prospect Mountain Rd, Litchfield

Rain Date: June 3 at 11:00am

Stillman Danaher Trail
Family Nature Walk and Activities
Saturday, June 2 
11:00am — 12:30pm 
Total Distance: 1.9 miles 
Moderate Terrain

Participate in fun, nature-awareness 

activities hiking the Stillman-Danaher Trail, 

as part of our 50th anniversary celebration. 

Enjoy family friendly activities, led by the 

Litchfield High School Environmental club 

which will foster an appreciation for our 

environment. Great for kids ages 6-12.

Leader: John Markelon

Leader’s Phone Number: 860-201-7342

Pre-registration is APPRECIATED 

Leader’s E-mail Address:  

markelon@optonline.net

Meeting Place: Trail Head along Clark Road

1.35 miles South from Route 202 or  

0.6 miles North from Route 118

Rain postpones — Rain date:  

Sunday, June 3, 2018 — 1:00pm

Tony Pangaro receives the Legacy Land Certificate 
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Help Celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the Litchfield Land Trust

Join us on June 2 for CT Trails Weekend
Fun Events for the Whole Family 

Explore and Discover Litchfield Land Trust trails – Guided Walks & Activities 
For Maps and Details, go to: https://www.ctwoodlands.org/ct-trails-weekend/events-2018

Trails are Ready for You!
Our trail team has been working 
hard to prepare our hiking trails  
for your enjoyment



495A Bantam Road (Office)
P.O. Box 712

Litchfield, CT  06759

For more information:
Call: 860-361-9310
Email: info@litchfieldlandtrust.org

Visit: litchfieldlandtrust.org

Like Us On       Facebook

LLT is Registered with

Why Land Trust?
Episode 3

The snow shoes and skis have been 
stowed away. Skunk cabbage peeking 
through the snow and robins scouring 
remnant chokecherries, sumac, and 
hawthorn fruits are emissaries of spring. 
Soon we’ll be finding trillium blossoms 
on the woodland floor. 

New England forests are captivating. 
They harbor a richness of plant and 
animal diversity, compellingly varied 
topography and hydrology, distinctive 
geology, and telling history. The hills, 
cliffs, vernal pools, and stone walls all 
have stories to capture imagination. 
Every trail provides the wanderer a 
unique experience. 

Land Stewardship

The wonder of exploring New England 
woodlands is that the same walk can be a 
wholly different experience as the setting, 
colors, sounds, and scents, morph with the 
advent of each new season. 

The Litchfield Land Trust is hosting four 
Trails Day events on June 2nd-3rd. Join us 
in celebrating our local natural landscapes 
by exploring hiking trails in the Prospect 
Mountain Preserve, the Shepaug Crossing 
Preserve, or the Stillman-Danaher 
Preserve.  

Written by Dean Birdsall, Stewardship Chair
“Why Land Trust, Episode #3”

Celebrate our 

50th  Anniversary 

in 2018!

Prefer to receive your newsletter electronically?

Please send us your email address!
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