
The Town of Litchfield will be commemorating 
its 300th Anniversary in 2019, just months 
after our Land Trust celebrated its 50th 
anniversary in 2018. 

The Litchfield Land Trust, Livingston Ripley 
Preserve, White Memorial Foundation, 
Topsmead, Audubon Society, & Litchfield 
Greenway will be teaming together 
to display our support of the Town’s 
anniversary, with a quick look at each of our 
histories during a wine & cheese reception 
at the Litchfield Community Center on 
Friday April 29th, 2019. It’s free and open to 
the public, so please mark your calendars.

And we do it for nearly 200 properties in 
Litchfield and adjoining towns. 

Land conservation standards dictate that 
a Land Trust monitor it’s owned and eased 
conservation lands annually to ensure 
protection of these fields, woodlands, vistas 
and waterways. 

By utilizing handheld GPS mapping devices 
and surveyed maps, we create a year-to-
year chronicling of these natural resources 
for their timeless protection.

What we do:
1.  establish a baseline assessment of each 

property 
2.  reach out annually to landowners who 

have conserved or abut conserved lands
3.  hike & monitor conditions, using that 

baseline report for comparison
4.  follow-up with our neighbors  to repair or 

remediate natural or man-made impacts 

Litchfield Celebrates Its 300th Anniversary in 2019

Land Monitoring; It’s what we do!

1968 —201850 th Anniversary Celebration
Celebrate Litchfield open space. We have been conserving it for 50 years.

SAVE THE DATE 2019
300th ‘Green’ Litchfield History 
Collaboration
Friday April 29th, 2019

CT Trails Days
June 1 & 2, 2019

Sunset Party
Friday, September 6, 2019  
at Bunnell Farm

Visit With LLT at:
Family Activity Day at  
White Memorial
September 21, 2019

Guided Hikes & Environment 
Expert Workshops
To be announced in 2019

Fall Newsletter 2018

An LLT boundary marker

What can you do?
•  If you see something, say something by 

contacting LLT at info@litchfieldlandtrust.
org or the local police.

•  Know your property and its boundaries; 
share this with your contracted 
landscapers

•  Become a stewardship volunteer, attend 
a training, share ideas,  
info@litchfieldlandtrust.org

On successive Fridays each organization 
will then present a more in-depth look 
our individual histories, and highlight our 
common roles in preserving the natural 
environment locally. Please help us 
celebrate this wonderful town, its service 
organizations, and its great history on 
consecutive Fridays in April and May 
2019. Here at LLT we plan to explore in 
detail the geology and mineralogy of our 
signature holding the Prospect Mountain 
Preserve with its own rich history… 
stay tuned!
David Geiger
LLT President

LLT is Registered with

Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your 
eligible AmazonSmile.com purchases 
to the charitable organization of your 
choice. We hope you register and choose 
Litchfield Land Trust as your charity!



ABOUT MY WOODS 
About My Woods, a free smartphone 
app, is now available for download. 

Woodland owners in Connecticut, Maine, 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode 
Island & Vermont now have a new tool to 
help learn about their woods. Other states 
will be added soon.
Developed to help family forest landowners 
learn more about their land and connect to 
professionals who can help them, About My 
Woods is a great way to connect with the 
information that landowners need.

Volunteer In-Kind Spotlight
Thank You Marlow Shami!

When you need to get your message 
out in full color, with sound, who do 
you call? LLT calls in-kind volunteer 
Marlow Shami.

Marlow is a gifted artist, teacher 
and inspirational guide who is 
deeply connected to the concept of 
Nature as Healer. Marlow has been 
presenting nature-based healing 
workshops throughout New England 
for over 20 years. She is a Video/
Digital Artist with an eye for sensory 
attractions based in Nature and the 
Human experience. Marlow’s work is 
now on view through mid-December 
in White Memorial’s A.B. Ceder 
room Gallery. She holds a BFA in 
photography and video from Hartford 
Art School in 1975 and a Masters in 
Science in Eco-psychology in 2001.

When LLT asked Marlow to help 
us develop a video about LLT work 
and history, her gentle connection to 
Nature and people was the thread 
that binds this wonderful gift. Marlow 
describes why Nature has played 
a pivotal role throughout her life. 
“The gifts of restoration, inspiration, 
beauty and wisdom attained within 
the natural world are timeless and 
priceless. My workshops, artwork, 
well…really everything I do is an 
act of gratitude to that which never 
ceases to support and guide me!”

“The challenge of capturing the 
heart of the LLT mission and the 
amazing volunteers powering it 
drew me into this project. Meeting 
inspired volunteers, taking in 
awesome vistas, meeting community 
garden gardeners, and hiking 
diverse natural areas under LLT 
stewardship is indeed inspiring and 
reassuring. I hope our video project 
will encourage other communities to 
grow their conservation efforts. After 
all, we are all in this together!”

Please go to www.litchfieldlandtrust.org 
to view it! 

Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the Litchfield Land Trust

In Celebration of the Earth
July 14th in honor of LLTs 50th Anniversary, the public was invited to a 
free concert at its neighbor and colleague White Memorial Foundation in 
collaboration with the Litchfield Community Center.
Featuring the Paul Winter Consort, the Litchfield High School Jazz group 
“The Loft” and special surprise guests, the Berkshire Brateria & Bossa Triba, 
the concert was attended by 500+ guests who were treated to the magical 
world and sounds of nature superbly performed by the renowned Paul Winter 
Consort, rousing Latin samba beats of the Berkshire Brateria, and rocked 
out by the Loft. Mother Nature provided her own special treat with a rainbow 
following a brief shower at the close of the event.
Sponsors and volunteers included: White Memorial Conservation Center, 
Litchfield Community Center Music Fund, The Connecticut Community 
Foundation, Falcetti Pianos, Union Savings Bank, Webster Bank, Litchfield 
Bancorp, Arethusa Farm, Torrington Toyota, Bantam Wesson, Brandywine, 
Village Restaurant, Ebersol, McCormick, Rein & Steck, Individual Sponsors, 
and Volunteers from the Rotary Club of Litchfield and Morris, LLT Board 
Members and Families, Litchfield High School Students and Alumni.
LLT would like to give a special Thank You to Paul Winter for inspiring us to 
make this celebration happen!
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One of the unique features of the app is the 
ability of a landowner to pinpoint a spot on 
the map – either where they are located or 
any other spot in the region – and access 
maps and information specific to that 
location.
Maps include soils, land cover type, 
watershed and satellite view, providing 
users with instant and mobile access to 
information specific to individual parcels and 
locations. With complete coverage in the four 
state region, landowners can access maps 
specific to their interests.
In addition to maps, the About My Woods 
app helps find local professionals – including 

Paul WinterThe Berkshire Brateria & Bossa Triba
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From left, Betty Wu, Faith Ohms, Ron Leal 
and Michael Kazan.

5

Tony Pangaro receives the Legacy Land Certificate 

Board of Directors
David Geiger 
President
Peter Ebersol 
Vice President
John Markelon 
Secretary
Marie Kennedy 
Treasurer

Trustees

Dean Birdsall
Marcia Fowler
John Fulkerson, Emeritus 
Richard Heys
Michael Italiaander
Peter Litwin 
Marie McFadden
Berta Andrulis Mette
Herb Schettler
Bruce Schnitzer
James Wu
Kim Cartwright
Administrative Resource

Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the Litchfield Land Trust

Fall Sunset Gala 2018 at Prospect Hill Farm
170+ guests enjoyed an evening of celebration in honor of 50 years of 
thoughtful land conservation as Litchfield Land Trust hosted its friendraising 
fundraiser at the fabulous barn of Heidi & Bill Johnson at Prospect Hill 
Farm. On a perfect night following heavy rains in early September, 
highlights of the evening included live music by Switch Factory, food  
by The Village Restaurant, Barn Décor by Ron Leal; beer, wine & spirits by 
Litchfield County Wine Merchant and the Litchfield Distillery.
Litchfield Land Trust director, John Markelon shares about the evening  
“This event is our signature event, and we were so please for the 
enthusiastic turnout and generous support of our fundraising efforts. Thanks 
everyone who joined us in celebration.”
A huge thank you to our gracious hosts, Chris and Heidi Johnson, and 
our sponsors: Connecticut Community Foundation, Union Savings Bank, 
Webster Bank, Litchfield Bancorp, Bantam Wesson, Torrington Toyota, 
Arethusa Farm, Brandywine, Village Restaurant, Ebersol, McCormick,  
Reis & Steck.
Many, many thanks to our wonderful volunteers! You made it all  
come together!!
We are grateful to Faith Ohms who donated 50% of the sale of her paintings 
that were featured that evening to the Litchfield Land Trust as well as our 
many generous silent auction donors.

Roadside Signs

“We would like to thank the Seherr-
Thoss Foundation of Litchfield for 
providing the financial support for 
our Land Trust to post fifteen signs 
marking our hiking trails and other 
significant parcels on public roads 
leading into town.”

“We protect an additional 150 
properties of which the right to further 
develop the property has been given 
up by the owner, and is protected in 
perpetuity by our Land Trust. We’d 
like to thank those land owners, too, 
for helping keep Litchfield ‘green’ for 
future generations.”
David Geiger
LLT President
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President Dave Geiger, left, thanks Chris and Heidi Johnson for making 
their Prospect Hill Farm available for the land trust’s sunset party

Here David Geiger, LLT BOD President 
models one of the newly installed signs at 
the Shepaug Crossing Preserve.

state forestry educators, landowner 
organizations, Tree Farm committees, and 
land trusts active in the region.
Users are also able to use the app to identify 
common wildlife, trees, wildflowers, and 
invasive plants and insects. High-quality 
photos, coupled with in-depth descriptions, 
provide the user with an indispensable tool 
for understanding their woods.
Available for both Android and iPhones 
(and tablets), you can access the app by 
going to the App Store (Apple) or Play Store 
(Android) and simply typing “About My 
Woods” in the search bar.



495A Bantam Road (Office)
P.O. Box 712

Litchfield, CT  06759

For more information:
Call: 860-361-9310
Email: info@litchfieldlandtrust.org

Visit: litchfieldlandtrust.org

Like Us On       Facebook

LLT is Registered with

Why Land Trust?
Episode 4

On page 1 of this Newsletter, we tell you 
about one crucial piece of our work — 
Land Monitoring. The article tells you the 
how and why. Let me tell you about the 
experience…

I leave the office, changed into boots, 
parka, hat & gloves because this work 
is best accomplished while the leaves 
are off the trees, often with snow on the 
ground. What a fabulous time to be out 
in the Connecticut woods & fields!

Out here its mostly quiet; squirrels and 
their small mammal cousins scamper 
about, birds flit from perch to perch, but 
its calm. Stone walls decorate the woods 
and fields telling a story of an earlier 
time. Perhaps there is a stonebound, 
a rockpile boundary marking or a scar 
band around a tree trunk with the faintest 
hint of jagged barbed wire. I’ve certainly 
shared the forest with foraging deer, 
been cautiously observed by bobcat, 

Land Stewardship

monitored by owl & hawk, and roused a few 
turkey or grouse. I had a near- encounter 
with a coyote when monitoring too close 
to her den and gave cautious but curious 
berth to a mama bear and her three cubs 
learning how to climb a tree.

Then there are the sightings of nature’s art: 
a burl bulging from a tree trunk (perhaps 
resembling the face of an old man), a 
luscious carpet of moss, a picture perfect 
vista, a gnarled hedgerow in a dormant 
field, a majestic rocky cliff hidden interior 
of a property. My favorite sighting is a 
wolf tree. Referred to as the Elders of the 
Eastern Forest, these are found, often deep 
in the New England woods where clearing 
for pasture had taken place; they stood 
strong and proud, remaining to provide 
shade and shelter. These are not simply 
huge, but are outstretching, towering over 
the straight and narrow younger stand; with 
a knowing of the forest, like the wolf.

Written by Kim Cartwright, Administrative 
Director
“Why Land Trust, Episode #4”

Celebrate our 

50th  Anniversary 

in 2018!

Prefer to receive your newsletter electronically?

Please send us your email address!
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Wolf Tree, Elder of the Northeast Forest


