
With nearly 3500 acres in conservation 
spanning 197 properties, management of 
the associated paperwork since its 1968 
founding has been quite the ‘challenge’ for 
the Litchfield Land Trust. So, a project was 
conceived to organize and preserve  
all documents into a 21st century system.

Support was initiated by an innovative 
grant, the CONNECTICUT LAND TRUST 
CHALLENGE FUND. Funded by a joint 
program of the Connecticut Community 
Foundation, the Connecticut Land 
Conservation Council and the Land Trust 
Alliance, this grant kick-started a project to 

It’s the new Litchfield Land Trust logo! 
The logo is part of a wide reaching 
organizational upgrade which includes 
an updated strategic plan, 21st century 
electronic documentation, 
outreach materials and new 
signage. This fresh look 
launches a very special 
year for the Litchfield 
Land Trust – its 50th 
anniversary. The rebranding 
was masterminded by 
Goldsmith Communications 

Notice something different about this newsletter?

1968 —201850 th Anniversary Celebration

Archiving Fifty Years of documentation while planning  
for the next fifty years of conservation

Celebrate Litchfield open space. We have been conserving it for 50 years.

permanently organize and archive critical 
land preservation documents. CCF/CLCC/
LTA even issued a second grant to propel 
this mammoth project along. Archiving 
is a costly process so additional funding 
for reproduction costs was generously 
underwritten by a grant from the Seherr-
Thoss Foundation. The project also 
required extensive research hours and 
for that the Board of the Litchfield Land 
Trust stepped up in a big way contributing 
hundreds of hours of expertise. Finally, the 
archives needed a home. Along came the 
Litchfield Historical Society who took on 

the noble responsibility of preserving and 
protecting original LLT files forever in the 
LHS climate control archival records area.

To celebrate this collaboration, a 
reception was held at the Litchfield 
Historical Society on May 25, 2017. The 
reception’s featured speaker was local 
farmer and Litchfield Land Trust past 
president, Peter Litwin, who shared many 
old tales – as only he can – along with a 
slide show about the past and future of 
land use in Litchfield. Thank you to all the 
organizations and individuals who made 
this effort a reality!

Celebrate LLT’s  
50th Anniversary 
SAVE THE DATES!
Guided Hikes  
Connecticut Trail Days 
June 2-3, 2018

Summer Community Concert 
July 7, 2018  
Featuring the Paul Winter Consort

LLT Sunset Party  
September 7, 2018 
Northpoint Farm on  
Prospect Mountain Road

and funded by a generous Seherr-Thoss 
Foundation grant. Be on the look-out for our 
dashing new property signs coming to  
a location near you!
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The Litchfield Land Trust’s 
Fall Sunset Party
The Litchfield Land Trust’s Fall Sunset Party 

took place on a lovely fall evening the 

last Friday in September. This year’s event 

was held at Arbutus Farm, an iconic New 

England farm – 265 acres of permanently 

conserved farmland, stunning vistas, wildlife 

habitat and woodlands. Attendees strolled 

the farm’s high field offering panoramic 

views of a broad sunset. Others meandered 

about the pond and gardens. Most gathered 

in the barn to mingle with friends and enjoy 

regionally crafted beer and spirits, wine, 

cheese and plentiful locally sourced food.

CLCC Executive Director, Amy Blaymore Paterson, with  
Peter Litwin, Karen Huber and David Geiger

LLT’s newest preserve generously 
donated by John Gorham —  
40.661 pristine acres on Route 63.

Tony Pangaro, representing Milton Forest LLC, 
receives special Legacy Land Award.

“Western Lands Trio” 

Gorham Preserve

“My parents, George and Ann, 
purchased 40 acres of forest land 
and the adjoining colonial farm 
house in 1970. They were looking 
for a weekend getaway from New 
York City as well as a connection 
to their own childhoods. My 
mother, a nurse, grew up on a 
dairy farm in Colchester, CT. 
My father, a physician, spent 
summers as a boy working  
on a farm. 

Most weekends our family would 
pile into the car on Friday evening 
for the two-hour trip to Litchfield. 
My father loved to don overalls 
and chop wood, rake leaves,  
tend the garden or cut the grass. 
When I wasn’t helping him,  
I would wander the property, 
following the creek that led into 
the wetlands and trekking back 
into the pine trees my parents 
had planted. Seeing the wildlife 
was always a treat for my sister, 
Sarah, and I – mostly deer, 
woodchucks, beavers and birds. 

I make my home in northern 
California these days, but will 
always feel a bond with this 
land, as the place of my fondest 
childhood memories. I am grateful 
to be able to bequeath the 
Gorham Preserve to the Litchfield 
Land Trust, knowing that its 
beauty and diversity of plants  
and animals will be available  
for future generations.”

— John Gorham
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Board of Directors

Artubus Farm Barn

Mr. Ted Litwin with his favorite car

5

Tony Pangaro receives the Legacy Land Certificate 

Board of Directors
David Geiger 
President
Peter Ebersol 
Vice President
John Markelon 
Secretary
Marie Kennedy 
Treasurer

Trustees

Dean Birdsall
Marcia Fowler
John Fulkerson 
Richard Heys
Michael Italiaander
Peter Litwin 
Marie McFadden
Berta Andrulis Mette
Herb Schettler
Bruce Schnitzer
James Wu
Karen Huber
Executive Director

Perfect last minute gift idea!
Hand hewn Litchfield Land Trust 
walking/hiking stick with easy to 
locate day-glow handgrip. 

Made of strong, durable, wood 
harvested here in Litchfield from 
black cherry tree blow-downs.

$25 each. Add an LLT membership 
for $40.

Give the gift of the outdoors and 
all the joys it provides.



7 West Street, 3rd Floor (Office)
P.O. Box 712

Litchfield, CT  06759

For more information:
Call: 860-361-9310
Email: info@litchfieldlandtrust.org

Visit: litchfieldlandtrust.org

Like Us On       Facebook

LLT is Registered with

Why Land Trust?
Episode 2

The autumn air was refreshingly cool 
when an eclectic group of locals met 
up at the Graham Thompson preserve. 
They skipped the second cup of 
Saturday morning coffee and arrived 
armed appropriately for their challenge. 
They wore thick clothing and gloves and 
carried loppers, wire cutters, chain saws, 
hand saws, and other tools. They arrived 
by car, truck, and tractor. The mission 
was to remove a tangle of old time 
barbed wire and thick invasive multiflora 
rose, barberry, honeysuckle, bittersweet, 
and insidious poison ivy that enveloped 
a boarder of mature apple trees. 

The work was difficult and strenuous. 
No one escaped with skin unscathed 

Land Stewardship

by thorns. At the same time, the laborers 
enjoyed each other’s company, the sense 
of community, and the common cause.  
They took great pleasure in observing the 
tangible result of their efforts. The already 
handsome field that contains the tended 
community gardens was now opened up 
to the stunning beauty of a wild meadow 
sloping down to a natural wetland. 

As the group enjoyed the view, a pair of 
Marsh Hawks (Northern Harriers) took 
turns making sorties across the tall grass 
field. The acrobatic hawks were stunning 
as they swooped and flitter low above the 
vegetation. It was a picture-perfect ending 
for our fulfilling day. 

Written by Dean Birdsall, Stewardship Chair
“Why Land Trust, Episode #2”

Celebrate our 

50th  Anniversary 

in 2018!

Prefer to receive your newsletter electronically?

Please send us your email address!
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