
Celebrate Litchfield open space. We have been conserving it for over 50 years.

SAVE THE DATE 2020
Watch for our Save the Date listing 
in our Spring Newsletter and at 
www.litchfieldlandtrust.org.

Ongoing: Our 5-Preserve Penta 
Challenge, Hike all 
five of LLT’s public 
access trails, send 
your photos, write 
a blog, earn a 
T-shirt, get out and 
enjoy the scenic 
beauty of the 
Litchfield Hills!

LLT Launches its NEW 
Website
The Litchfield Land Trust recently 
launched its newly updated website 
in conjunction with emcinteractive.
com. We can still be found at  
www.litchfieldlandtrust.org. Inside 
you will find new photos, archived 
copies of this Newsletter, a 
comprehensive map of conserved 
land in Litchfield, our 5 trail maps, 
and important news and updates. 
Please visit us soon and often.

Amazon
As an AmazonSmile customer,  
you can support the Litchfield 
Land Trust, Inc. in the Amazon 
shopping app on all your devices! 
LLT recieves 0.5% of your eligible 
purchases donated back from 
Amazon. Go to  
https://org.amazon.com

Fall Newsletter 2019

In Late August, the Litchfield Land Trust 
celebrated its role in conservation in Litchfield 
with a Sunset Party at the historic Bunnell 
Farm hosted by Rick & Helen Bunnell, at this 
5th generation family-owned farm.

This event highlighted local conservation 
efforts to preserve and steward Litchfield’s 
heritage and landscape. The Bunnell Farm, 
represents one of the towns long standing 
family operations. Established circa 1860 as 
a dairy farm, maintaining its agricultural hold. 
It is believed to be the oldest continuously 
owned and operated family farm in Litchfield.

Today Rick and Helen farm hosts a fall corn 
maze, raises & sells fresh turkey, offers 

5 Generations at Bunnell Farm, a Pillar in Litchfield’s 
Farming History

hayrides and grows pumpkins and corn. It 
is a preferred venue in Litchfield Hills as a 
rustic wedding venue.

Nearly 220 people joined us in celebration of 
our farming traditions at the 5th Generation 
Bunnell Farm. On a perfect late summer 
evening, with a spectacular agrarian view 
(horses ventured into the nearby field to 
graze just as guest began to arrive!) the 
Litchfield Land Trust was so pleased to host 
our friends and neighbors at this annual 
event.

The night’s highlights included delicious 
edibles by the Village Caterers, dynamic 
rhythms of the Potter’s Field Band, poured 
spirits from Litchfield Distillery, LLT’s own 
signature drink “the Easement”, a silent 
auction with several local vendors and artists 
work for bid, and a starry evening capped by 
a glowing campfire.

A special shout-out to our sponsors and 
partners: Union Savings Bank; Litchfield 
Bancorp; Webster Bank; YARDwork; EJ 
Murphy Realt; Arethusa Farm; Ebersol, 
McCormick, Reis & Steck; Bantam-Wesson; 

Happy 300th Litchfield! LLT Celebrates With Its Fall 
Sunset Party
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Litchfield Ford; Litchfield Wine Merchant; 
Village Restaurant; Litchfield Distillery & 
Minute Man Press.

Thank You to all who supported, sponsored 
and encouraged the success of this event. 
We raised over $50,000 generous dollars that 
evening toward conservation of farmland, 
woodland, watersheds and viewscapes 
throughout Litchfield and the surrounding 
towns.

That’s truly something to celebrate!



   

Viewings from Marsh Hawk Platform 

The Litchfield Land Trust dedicated the new Marsh Hawk Trail in May on the Graham 
Thompson Preserve located off Brush Hill Road. The event featured the opening of 
the trail, refreshments, music, and live raptors from the Livingston Ripley Waterfowl 
Conservancy. Attendees received a souvenir magnet and learned about the Trust’s 
historical and current conservation efforts for preservation of Litchfield’s beautiful open 
spaces and trail projects. A ½ mile hike along a grassy trail begins and meanders past 
the Community Garden plots along a rubbled stone wall to a viewing platform at the edge 
of a hayfield overlooking a beaver pond and the valley beyond.

Park & Explore at Medicine Rock Trail 

The Litchfield Land Trust opened its Medicine Rock hiking trail at its Upper Bantam River 
Preserve off Rte 202/Torrington Rd. Created in 2019 with the aid of a generous grant 
from the Seherr—Thoss Foundation, the trail, 1.65 miles in length traverses the west side 
of Tollgate Hill and has extensive frontage on the Bantam River.

The preserve comprised of 80 acres recently added a critical 3.33 acres from neighbor 
John S. Bolus which will allow for safe off-road parking (our next project) and access to 
the trailhead without infringing on neighboring businesses.

The trail is named for its prominent, trailside white quartz boulder. White quartz was 
considered a special gift to Native Americans. They believed that it held powers of 
healing. White Quartz was also used extensively for making arrowheads and early tools. 
Please be respectful by not removing any items of nature from the preserve. We do 
however appreciate your removing litter.

Stewardship Spotlight
Summer Interns Nail 
Stewardship Projects 

LLT participated in a 10 week 
collaborative summer program under 
the coordination of Weantinoge 
Heritage Land Trust, Litchfield, 
along with Warren and Bethlehem 
Land Trusts sharing the services of 
interns Catrina Morgan and Mario 
Vinci to fulfill stewardship projects 
on our preserves. With their varied 
backgrounds in GIS and mapping, 
biological research and data 
analysis, teaching youth, outdoor 
leadership, trail work, and back 
country experience, they joined our 
conservation efforts. 

Working side-by-side with LLT 
Directors David Geiger, Richard 
Heys, Dean Birdsall and John 
Markelon, Cat & Mario clocked more 
than 30 hours/week each, throughout 
Litchfield to re-blaze trails, remove 
invasive plants, install LLT road 
and property boundary signs, clear 
brush, install duck boxes at Grannis 
& Stillman Ponds, and help construct 
LLT’s online land holdings database.

LLT President, David Geiger 
shares, “Catrina and Mario worked 
on our hiking trails in the rain and 
the heat of summer without losing 
their spirit. Their work propelled our 
summer stewardship efforts beyond 
our goals. We all enjoyed their 
enthusiasm, work-ethic and energy. 
We wish them well in their future 
endeavors as conservationists, 
scientists and teachers as we 
learned so much from them!”
Their work propelled our summer 
stewardship efforts beyond our goals. We 
all enjoyed their enthusiasm, work-ethic 
and energy. We wish them well in their 
future endeavors as conservationists, 
scientists and teachers as we learned so 
much from them!

Summer 2019 Projects throughout Litchfield…

Marsh Hawk w/ trainer @ dedication

Marsh Hawk w/ trainer @ dedication Marsh Hawk w/ trainer @ dedication

Interns Mario Vinci and 
Catrina Morga
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Tony Pangaro receives the Legacy Land Certificate 
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Find LLT and other great hiking 
on this interactive map!

litchfieldgreenprint.org
Click-Interactive Map Portal

YouTube video highlights 
Litchfield Land Trust work.

www.youtube.com/
watch?v=mxTuY8IbN6Y&feature=youtu.be

Upper Bantam River Map

Community Garden Pavilion – Scout project

Community Garden Members admiring the bounty

LLT Director, Herb Schettler 
tilling the new plots

Improvements Abound at the Litchfield Community Garden

In 2009 with a wonderful collaborative effort of the Litchfield Land Trust and the 
Litchfield Community Center, a relationship which continues today, the Litchfield 
Community Garden was established.

In 2019, with a Seherr-Thoss Foundation 
grant providing funds for the addition of 
plots with fencing, repairs to the driveway, 
additional water line and a pavilion 
completed by the local Scout Troop. We 
now have 40 plots serving the Community! 

Late this season (weather permitting) 
expect to see the addition of privacy 
fencing behind the LCG shed for the 
introduction of seasonal port-o-lets  
next Spring.

2019 Land Donations Make a Difference
With its 225 feet of road frontage on Rte. 202, the recent gift of 3.33 acres by John 
S. Bolus is the final piece to our Upper Bantam River Medicine Rock Trail project. 
The designated 10 parking spaces have 
received Town approvals and are slated for 
year-end construction thanks to a generous 
grant from the Seherr-Thoss Foundation.

LLT also wishes to recognize Richard & 
Janet Healy who generously donated 21 
acres of undeveloped historically relevant 
family farmland on the southerly side of 
Rte.118. With 1300 feet of road frontage this 
is significant as a gateway corridor coming 
into town. 

Our work is not possible without 
the contributions of our volunteers, 
neighbors, sponsors, and our many land 
and fiscal donors. 

We sincerely Thank You!



495A Bantam Road (Office)
P.O. Box 712

Litchfield, CT  06759

For more information:
Call: 860-361-9310
Email: info@litchfieldlandtrust.org

Visit: litchfieldlandtrust.org

Like Us On       Facebook

LLT is Registered with

Oriental Bittersweet
Oriental bittersweet (Celastrus orbiculatus) 
is a non-native invasive vine which 
spreads rapidly and can damage or kill 
trees. Hailing from Japan, China and 
Korea it was introduced in the United 
States as both an ornamental vine and to 
help in controlling erosion. 
Asian bittersweet and its indigenous 
American cousin can be distinguished 
by color in that the American berry shells 
are orange while their Asian counterpart 
has yellow capsules. Ornamentally, as 
decoration, berries can last indefinitely. 
Contrarily the American bittersweet male 
flowers are yellow in contrast to the pollen 
of oriental bittersweet which are white. 
American bittersweet has smooth stems 
while Oriental bittersweet stems bear  
blunt thorns. 
It’s known to grow up the trunks and 
branches of woodland tree species, 
smothering them. They are found 
predominantly along roadsides where 
seeds dropping from the vines or by birds 
have been exposed to sunlight. It can 

Land Stewardship

grow 1-12 feet per year either from seed 
or from its roots in the ground. Branches 
can extend as long as 60’ and be up to 6” 
in diameter while the bittersweet roots run 
4 to 6 feet long and can be up to 2 to 3 
inches in diameter.
Controlling this vine soon after it appears 
is often the only way to prevent it from 
spreading. Physical removal can be done 
by pulling or digging up vines along with 
their roots, roots which remain can grow 
back. It will do so several times before 
weakening. Pull or dig the base of the vines 
out of the ground by hand. Bittersweet’s 
orange roots run deep and are difficult to 
pull completely; note that you might need 
to dig out vine seedlings regularly for a few 
months or years to keep the problem under 
control. It is often effective practice to cut 
the vines growing on a tree trunk close to 
the ground and allow them to dry out before 
attempting to remove them. 
All parts of the bittersweet plant should be 
bagged and placed with garbage for the 
landfill where biodynamic heat will hopefully 
kill the tenacious life of the plant.

Prefer to receive your newsletter electronically?

Please send us your email address!
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Thank you!
Litchfield Land trust depends on the support of generous folks 
in our community. We do not receive state or federal funding 
and thus rely on your financial contributions. We are an all-
volunteer board and greatly appreciate your volunteer help. 
For our part, we strive to protect and conserve the natural 
beauty and landscapes of Litchfield on your behalf.


