Celebrate Litchfield open space. We have been conserving it for over 50 years.
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Celebrate CT Trails Day with the Litchfield Land Trust
Join us on June 1, 9-11am
Explore and Discover Litchfield Land
Trust’s Newest Trail!
Hike the new Medicine Rock Trail of
the Upper Bantam River Preserve. This
property of about 90 acres is pristine,
covered by areas of old-growth flanking
the eastern side of the Bantam River.
The opposite side of the river corridor is
protected by privately held conservation
easements. This trail will be moderately
challenging and approximately two miles
in length.

attire. For the comfort of all participants,
kindly leave pets at home. They are
welcome to hike with you on a return visit
The Litchfield Land Trust received a
grant in 2018 through the generosity of
the Seherr-Thoss Foundation for this
trail construction completed by Brawley
Consulting Group.
For Maps and Details of other CT Trails
Day events, go to: www.ctwoodlands.org/
ct-trails-weekend/events-2019

We will meet at 9am at the trailhead
located westerly of Route 202 Torrington
Road at the Renaissance Center Parking.
Hikers are encouraged to bring water, bug
spray and wear appropriate clothing & foot

300th Anniversary Green History
On March 29, several “green” organizations
in the Litchfield area hosted a Meet & Greet
at the Litchfield Community Center to kick
off their plan to share their green history in
the town of Litchfield. These included White
Memorial Conservation Center, Livingston
Ripley Waterfowl Conservancy, Litchfield
Audubon, Litchfield Green Way and the
Litchfield Land Trust. In the following
2 months these groups will be hosting
individual events highlighting their role in
Litchfield’s rich history as a steward of the
land. Please come out to hear LLT’s Board
Member have to share about our Graham
Thompson Preserve, known in its heyday
as Hassig Farm, and home to the Litchfield
Community Center Garden and the new
Marsh Hawk Meadow Trail, Saturday 5/18
at 2pm at the Community Garden.
In celebration of the Town’s 300th
Anniversary the Land Trust will be

expanding the number of garden plots
this year, also made possible through a
grant from Seherr-Thoss. Residents are
encouraged to contact the Community
Center for details, as the LCC manages
the organizational work for the Community
Garden, while the Land Trust provides the
physical garden plots, roadway, parking,
fencing, water, tool shed, and picnic tables.
Whimsical gate,
designed by LLT
Director Peter
Litwin, welcomes
Community
Garden members
(at LLT’s Graham
Thompson
Preserve).

SAVE THE DATE 2019
Marsh Hawk Trail Dedication
at Litchfield Community Garden
Saturday, May 18th 2019, 2pm
CT Trails Day
at Medicine Rock Trail, Rte 202
June 1, 2019, 9am
CT Botanical visits LLT’s Prospect
Mountain
August 3, 2019
Sunset Party
at Bunnell Farm
Friday, August 30, 2019, 5-8pm
Family Activity Day
at White Memorial
September 21, 2019

Save the Date

Friday, August 30, 2019
5:00 to 8:00 pm
At Bunnell Farm
Wear your hats and boots!
Join us for this fundraising event
to benefit the Litchfield Land Trust.

Food, bar, music and silent auction.
Hosted at the iconic Bunnell Farm
Email: info@litchfieldlandtrust.org

Stewardship Spotlight
Remembering
Ruth Gill Dupont…
Ardian Gill, Ruth’s brother shares,
“I have an old black and white
snapshot of my sister Ruth and her
father standing beside of our father’s
Essex sedan. She is perhaps five
years old and clad only in a large
diaper while he is wearing a bulky
wool overcoat with the collar turned
up, a felt hat and muffler. They are
near a sanatorium in New London
where she was recovering from a
case of bone TB contracted from
unpasteurized milk. The “cure”
in those days was to expose the
patients to sea air in the belief it
would absorb the illness. It was
perhaps this experience that lay
behind one of her maxims: “If you
want to do a child a favor, give it
an obstacle to overcome.” She
overcame her hardship and had
a successful career ranging from
obtaining a degree from Connecticut
College, to teaching assistant at
UConn, to teacher and librarian at
Litchfield High School.”
Her sister-in-law Anna Gill expresses
her sentiments “Contemplation
and reflection were talents Ruth
Dupont possessed. She was an
expert listener. Ruth had the ability
to give ideas, insights, awareness,
and small kindnesses to others.
She could enchant a boisterous
child with a box containing a single
perfect seashell. Her porch and yard
were open to blue jays, crows, stray
cats and momma bears alike. Otters
swam in her pond unmolested. Her
views were unimpeded by pretense.
She is greatly missed.”
Ardian and Anna Gill recently
donated a bench honoring Ruth Gill
Dupont, now home at the entrance to
Prospect Mountain on Cathole Road.

Marsh Hawk Trail Dedication
A new trail for enjoying the serenity of Litchfield is coming your way…
Come join us on May 18th at 2pm for the
introduction of our newest hiking trail and
be among the first individuals to take on
the Litchfield Land Trust Penta Crown
Hiking Challenge! In celebration of the
Town of Litchfield’s 300th Anniversary
we are dedicating this new hiking trail
for walking enthusiasts on the Graham
Thompson Preserve. Hikers of all ages
and abilities are welcome to take on the
Penta Crown challenge of hiking each of
our five distinctive hiking regions. After
checking off the Marsh Hawk Trail, hikers
can experience the Nancy Danaher trail,
Shepaug Crossing trail, Medicine Rock
trail, and finally the spectacular Prospect
Mountain Preserve trails.
The celebration will include a brief history
of the area, soaring raptors, refreshments,
and stylish tee shirts for all joining in on
the Penta Crown Hiking Challenge.

The Marsh Hawk trail traverses the hillside
overlooking the Litchfield Community
Garden, a jointly managed partnership
between the Litchfield Land Trust &
Litchfield Community Center. The trail
is a gentle walk up the hill through an
open hayfield adjacent to the Community
Garden. A viewing platform with bench
overlooks wetlands and a beaver pond
on the border with the Livingston Ripley
Waterfowl Conservancy, our partner fifteen
years ago in acquiring and preserving the
fields of the former Hassig Farm.
This event is free and open to the public.
Please bring a joyful spirit. Parking will be
at the Community Garden (at intersection
of Brush Hill Road and Route 202) with
overflow parking available at the Litchfield
Community Center. No pets please.

What is a Baseline Documentation Report and why is it imp
An excellent way to preserve land is
through a conservation easement.
This is a formal agreement between a
landowner interested in preservation
and an organization such as a land trust,
which commits to ensuring that the land is
preserved over time.
The process of establishing a conservation
agreement involves a number of steps,
most importantly is determining which
features of the land parcel make it worth
protecting, and documenting the relevant
information so that all parties to the

agreement, including successive
landowners, can have a written
characterization of the land as it existed
when the agreement was established.
This document is the Baseline
Document Report (BDR).
Standards for a BDR have evolved;
decades ago these standards were less
rigorous than in today’s environment.
LLT engages a certified conservation
professional to prepare required BDRs.
This individual visits each property to
walk boundaries, record GPS points,
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Who clears your trails?
Trail maintenance is an ongoing process.
Encroaching growth, downed trees and
branches, soil erosion & washouts all
contribute to the deterioration of our favorite
hiking trails. Dedicated hikers are a big help
to our organization picking up litter and
tossing broken branches to the side of our
trails. This summer we are adding two parttime Summer Interns to help in the field.
Through a grant from the CT Community
Foundation and under the coordination
of Weantinoge Heritage Land Trust, the
LLT will be sharing two paid interns,
each working 12 hours per week for our
Land Trust, from June 17–August 15 to
improve our trails and learn hands-on
skills about public preserve management,
trail construction, trail maintenance, and
monitoring via GPS/GIS mapping. On other
days each week the interns will be working
on similar projects for the Warren Land
Trust and Bethlehem Land Trust.

We have identified projects which are both
necessary to the longevity of our preserves
and which would be educational to these
young stewards. By the end of the summer
you can expect to see improved Land
Trust signage and boundary markings,
duck boxes at Graniss pond, invasive
removal at our Stillman-Danaher Preserve,
native plantings around the community
garden, the softening of the road frontage
at some of our properties, a clearing of
the understory for the legacy Maples at
Gargarin Grove on Prospect Mountain, and
lots of trimming, tree blazing, and water bar
construction on other trails.
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YouTube video highlights
Litchfield Land Trust work.

We want to thank the CT Community
Foundation for encouraging these
collaborations, and Weantinoge for
training, housing, and coordinating
the efforts of our four Land Trusts
working together.
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=mxTuY8IbN6Y&feature=youtu.be

portant?
take photographs, and note land use and
conditions, such as topography, plant
communities, animal habitats, etc. The
landowner is consulted and kept informed
on the process, and receives a copy of the
final report.
We are extremely fortunate that so
many citizens of Litchfield consider land
conservation to be important, and proud
that past and current landowners have
entrusted the protection of their land
through conservation agreements with LLT.
We take our role very seriously and are
working hard to ensure protection of the

town’s natural resources and to strengthen
good working relationships with our
neighbors.

Tony Pangaro receives the Legacy Land Certificate

Find LLT and other great hiking
on this interactive map!

Thank you

to those who
have partnered
with LLT to enter
into conservation
agreements, and
to those who
currently care for
land protected by
former owners.
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For more information:
Call: 860-361-9310
Email: info@litchfieldlandtrust.org
Visit: litchfieldlandtrust.org

Like Us On

Facebook

LLT is Registered with

Prefer to receive your newsletter electronically?
Please send us your email address!

Land Stewardship
Female wood ducks
From Allaboutbirds.com

Warm brown plumage with grayer, slightly
crested head. White teardrop around the
eye; white also along the edge of dark
blue patch in the wings. Unlike most
waterfowl, Wood Ducks perch and nest in
trees and are comfortable flying through
woods. Their broad tail and short, broad
wings help make them maneuverable.
When swimming, the head jerks back
and forth much as a walking pigeon’s
does. You often see Wood Ducks in small
groups (fewer than 20), keeping apart from
other waterfowl. Listen for the female’s call
when these wary birds flush.
Look for Wood Ducks in wooded swamps,
marshes, streams, beaver ponds, and
small lakes. They stick to wet areas with
trees or extensive cattails. As a cavity
nester, Wood Ducks take readily to
nest boxes.
Wood Ducks eat seeds, fruits, insects and
other arthropods. When aquatic foods are

unavailable they may take to dry land to
eat acorns and other nuts from forests and
grain from fields. Diet studies indicate a
lot of variability, but plant materials make
up 80% or more of what the species eats.
Examples of food eaten include acorns,
soybeans, smartweed, water primrose,
panic grass, duckweed, millet, waterlily,
blackberries and wild cherries, as well
as flies, beetles, caterpillars, isopods,
and snails.
Egg-dumping, or “intraspecific brood
parasitism” is common in Wood Ducks—
females visit other Wood Duck cavities, lay
eggs in them, and leave them to be raised
by the other female.
Clutch size: 6-16 eggs, 1-2 broods,
incubation 28-37days, nesting period
56-70 days Chicks hatch alert and with a
full coat of down. A day after hatching they
leave the nest by jumping out of
the entrance.

Female Wood duck

